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“In contrast to some of the English colonies, New Netherland was not founded as a
place of refuge for the religiously oppressed, but was established for the specific
purpose of extending the Dutch commercial empire. Nevertheless, the religious
needs of the settlers were not overlooked. Numerous letters and other documents of
this period attest to the fact that the divines in Holland kept a watchful eye on what
transpired across the Atlantic and from an early date fostered the Dutch Reformed
Church there. By the time New Netherland fell to the English in 1664, eleven
Dutch Reformed congregations had been organized on American soil, all but two
of which were located in the colony of New York. The conditions confronting the
churches were those of the wilderness frontier: communities were generally
isolated, living conditions were harsh, ministerial salaries were irregularly paid,
and most of the people were of a rough and boorish background. Nevertheless,
despite primitive conditions, most of the ministers were well educated and
dedicated men.”
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